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' Edecativnal. 

The buildings known heretofore as the 
Beach Institute have become a rart and 
parcel of the educational scheme of Savan- 
nah. Heretofore school, devoted en- 
tirely té the ed on of colored children, 
under the auspices of a Northern society, 
and knoWd as the ‘‘ Beach Institute,” 
flourished. Under our system of ‘pablic 
schools the trustees of the institation have 
turned it over to the Board of Education of 
Chatham couaty, who have assumed the 
task of the colored obild- 
rep, The capecious building has 
been and ig now under its control, 
with rules aid reguiations the same as gov- 
erns the pulfic school stem. Desiring to 
know how the scheme worked and whether 
the idea wag feasible, we paid a brief visit 
of two hours yesterday to the school. Us- 
annouaced we found ourself in the clase of 
Miss Lowe, the principa) of tBe scheel, and 
amidst a seere of thirty girls—dright, 
healthy and vivacious, who compdse the 
class of the principal. > 

The schoo! books were ‘placed at our dis- 
posal, and for an hour or more we were de- 
lighted inreviewing the class in feading, 
| geography ahd arithmetic. We arrived at 
} the conclusion that Miss Lowe, the princi- 
{ pal, net only, knows how to teach, but alse 
how to enable her scholars t6 appreciate 
the benefits arising from education. 

We passed into the boys’ presided 
over by Mr. Butler (colored), and met some 
fort$ beys, who gave evidence of good or- 
der, good behavior and good report in their 
studies. We tested them in reading, 
parsing and arithmetic, and must say that 
their black board exercises in arithmetic 
would compare very favorably with the 
classes in the same studies at Chatham 
Academy. 

The members of the Board of Education 
j give a large share of their attention to the 
Institute, and under their control will, ne 
doubt, be of great benefit in educating the 
colored children who attend it. 
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A New Colored Charch. 
Father Wissel having purchased a lot on 


the corner of East Broad and Liberty streets, | 


designs erecting & church fer the benefit 
of the colored Catholics tn Savannah. This 
is only another instance of the character- 
istic liberality afid christian zeal of these 
godly;men, who go about doing good amony 
their fetiow creatures. We will notice this 


* more fully ajanothertime. 
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Bev. CYRUS W. FRANCIS, A.M., Professor cf Theology. 
WILLIAM L. CLARE. 
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Miss. EMMA ©. WABE. 
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Miss LAURA I. SCOTT, 


Miss MATTIZ A. GERRISH, Teacher of Music. 
Mrs. EDMUND A, WARE, Matroz. 
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ATLANTA UNIVERSITY. 


By an act approved March 8, 1874, the sum of 
$8,000 was annually appropriated to the Atlanta 
University, upou condition that the inatitution 
should admit for instruction as many colored 
pupils from each county in the State, free of 
charge for tuition, as there are or may be mem- 
bers of the House of Kepresentatives from each 
county, to be nominated by said members re- 
ree, so long as said appropriation con- 
tinues, The Governor is inhibited trom draw- 
ing his warrant for the said sum, until the 
trustees of said institation shall have submit- 
ted a plan for the expenditure of the same to a 
Board of Commissioners, consisting of the 
Chancellor of the State University and two 
members of the Faculty of the same, aud until 
such plan shail have been approved by them 
each year in writing, and fled in the Executive | 
office. The condition upon which & warrant 
was to be given for the appropriation, having | 
been complied with, the amount for the pas. | 
year was paid over to the President of the Uni- 
versity. The report of the committee, whose 
duty it was to visit this institution, will be 
found accompanying this communication, 


COMMON SOHOOLS, 


The report of the School Commissioner shows 
that there is a school organization in every 
county in the State, and that public schools 
have been in actual operation in one hundred 
and twenty-five counties the past year. A 
growing interest in the schoois is manifested, 
and there has been a marked change in public 
opinion in favor of the present system. The 
Conpmpissioner directs attention to the fact that 
tere are $350,000 of school bonds now in the 
handa of the Secretary of State, and claims 

these bonds from Oc 


14, 1870, 
000, is a debt due from the 


ment; and he aska that t sogieietere hake 
Sia Poe Fobeere Vaildity of. the 


mm. 

The net amount of the school fund, collected 
from aff sources, from the adoption of the ) 
sent cgushietion GoWh t) December 1, 1873, | 
was $is9,722 42. The sums coilected since the 
last mentioned date amount to $186,183 90, and 
the disbursements to $169,071 84 

The whole amount of poll tax assessed for 
the year 1874, and which by act of February 28, 
i8i4, is retamed in the counties, was $199,55v, 
Of this amount the Comptroller General 
estimates that the sain of $133,0v0 has been col- 
lected, 

I concur in the opinion expressed by the 
Commissioner, that the act of the last General 
Assembly, providing for the payment of the 
school debt of 1sT1l, onght to be repealed. I 
also suggest that the law prescribing the mode 
in which the school fund shall be paid over to 
County School Commissioners be amended as 
is recommended in the report. Such payments 
are at present required to be made at the State 
Treasury. By the amendmert recommended, 
the funds due to each county would be paid 
over directly by the tax coliector to the County 
School Commissioner. By this arrangement 
the collections by the County School Commis- 
sioners would be much Simplifie¢, and the cost 
of trausmitting the money to and from the State 
Treasury would be saved. 

I concur fully in the opinion expressed by 
the Commissioner to the effect that the act of 
the last General Assembly, giving an annual 
donation of $8,000 toethe Atienta University, 
should be repealed, The colore@ as well as the 
white peopie of the State should be educated, 
and to this end the taxpayers are willing to 
contribute tu the extent of their ability, It 
cannot reasonably be expected, however, that 
the class upon which the burden of taxation 
chiefly falis will consent to support an instita- 
tion wherein the mischievous doctrine of social 
equality is practically incaicated, The wishes 
and feelings of those upon whom rests the 
burthen of supporting the government should 
be consulted in this as Well as all other matters 
affecting the public interests, 

By reference te the report of the Board of 
Visitors, who attended the annual examination 
at this institution, it will also be seen that 
some system of theology is taught therein. 
Adopting the very pertinent inguiry of the 
board, Whose theology is it that is taught? 
Without waiting for a reply to this question, it 
may safely be assumed that the teachings upon 
this subject are sectarian in their character. 
The constitution of the State inhibits the 
prancing of a donation or gratuity by the 

gisiataure to any sectarian corporation or 
association. It is hardly necessary to add that 
the spirit, if not the letter, of this constita- 
tional provision would be violated by con- 
tinuing the appropriation under consideration 
to this institution. Bot recognizing the daty 
resting upon the public to provide for the 
education of the colored people, I respectfully 
submit the views expressed by the State Schoo! 
Commissioner on this subject, with the recom- 
mendation that they be favorably considered 
by the General Assembly. 
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